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Abstract

The term social exclusion is rarely used in the US, but many of the issues that fall under that rubric have long been part of US policy debates in the transportation arena.  They range from US Civil Rights legislation to Environmental Justice mandates to the Americans with Disabilities Act to penetrating questions about disparate impacts in the distribution of transportation resources.  The presentation will critically evaluate US experiences suggesting the complex causes of different kinds of social exclusion and some potential policy solutions to address them.  The US experience illustrates how complex a phenomenon social exclusion is and demonstrates that continuing efforts to “blame” transportation deficiencies for many other types of social exclusion over-simply what are very complicated processes. In fact, US experiences 1) identify the many interests that may be in conflict in distributing scarce resources to address social exclusion, 2) attest to the real difficulties in using transportation systems and services as a response to social exclusion, and 3) suggest that transportation will only be successful in addressing these issues if they are part of a package of policies and programs.

Bio

Dr. Sandra Rosenbloom is Professor of Planning and Adjunct Professor of Engineering of Natural Renewable Resources at the University of Arizona where she teaches courses in land use and transportation planning and the financing of community infrastructure.  Dr. Rosenbloom is the author of over 50 peer-reviewed articles (the sole or senior author of most), over a dozen book chapters in award-winning and influential publications, and multiple research studies and professional reports for organizations including the National Science Foundation, AARP, the US Departments of Labor, Housing and Urban Development, and Transportation, the Office of the White House, as well as the European Union, the European Conference of Ministers of Transport, and the governments of Australia, France, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden, and the United Kingdom.  She has conducted studies on urban service delivery and capital financing, social inclusion, the travel behavior and needs of salaried women with children, older people, and people with disabilities, as well as the traffic safety consequences of the aging of society.  She is currently conducting work on the equity implications of alternative transportation financing strategies.

Dr. Rosenbloom is an appointed member of the Executive Committee of the US Transportation Research Board, an arm of the US National Academy of Sciences as well as a member of the Board’s Strategic Policy and Planning Review sub-committee. In 2005 Dr. Rosenbloom was appointed a life-time Associate of the US National Academy of Sciences and granted the highest award given by the Transportation Research Board, the Roy P. Crum Award in recognition of her ground breaking transportation planning scholarship. 

Dr. Rosenbloom is also active in the Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning (an organization she served as President), the American Planning Association, and WTS (Women’s Transportation Seminar).  She is Associate Editor of the leading scholarly journal in planning, The Journal of the American Planning Association (JAPA) and an active member of the editorial boards of all the leading academic peer-reviewed journals in planning.
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